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TEXT:  Romans 12:21 
THEME:  DO NOT BE OVERCOME BY EVIL, BUT OVERCOME EVIL WITH GOOD. 
 
Dear Christian Friends, 
 

Some events in human history impact us so greatly, that we will always remember 
where we were and what we were doing when we heard the news.  I’ll never forget 
sitting in my 6th grade classroom and hearing my teacher, Miss Cook, tell us that 
President Kennedy had been assassinated.  I’ll never forget preparing a Bible study 
for a women’s group and mentioning astronaut Christa McAuliffe, only to learn that 
the space shuttle Challenger had disintegrated 73 seconds after takeoff.  Nor will I 
ever forget interrupting the 7th and 8th grade classroom to tell them that a plane had 
just flown into the World Trade Center, and turning on the classroom TV just in time 
to see the second tower struck.  Nor will I soon forget the profound sense of 
sadness I felt when my tablet beeped to let me know that the US Supreme Court 
had just struck down the Defense of Marriage Act.  
 
How can we become better rather than bitter as a result of these tragedies?  In his 
Word, God commands us, “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 
good.”  We know that “our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms” (Ephesians 6:12).  
How do we overcome that?! 
 
The Greek word that is translated “overcome” in our text today is nikao.  It is the 
same word that the Nike shoe company gets its name from.  It means to conquer, to 
master, to prevail over, to be victorious.  When things happen like I mentioned 
earlier, I certainly do not feel like a conqueror, like a victor.  At night when I look 
back over my day and remember my sins, I certainly do not feel like a conqueror, 
like a victor.  But in God’s Word, St. Paul assures us, “No, in all these things we 
are more than conquerors through him who loved us” (Romans 8:37).  Wow!  
More than conquerors!  How do we get to be more than conquerors?  Again, St. 
Paul tells us, “But thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:57). 
 
Jesus has won the victory for us.  Victory is ours through Spirit-worked faith in 
Jesus.  Jesus defeated sin with his perfect life.  Jesus defeated death with his 
innocent death.  Jesus defeated the devil with his glorious resurrection from the 
dead.  Those victories are ours!  Yet, too many of us Christians are allowing 
ourselves to be defeated by our own sinful flesh, the world, and the devil.  Too often 
we succumb to the power of evil that seeks to defeat us emotionally, mentally, 
physically, socially, and spiritually. 
 
Here are a few ways to “not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” 
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OVERCOME WITH PRAISE TO GOD.  Thank God for making you a conqueror over 
sin, your sinful human desires, and evil through the power of Jesus Christ who lives 
within you.  Recognize and utilize the power of Christ to help you do everything God 
asks you to do.  You already have the power to do that because you are a Christian, 
a “little Christ,” who belongs to Christ, the Victor.  As St. Paul tells us, “God placed 
all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the 
church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every 
way” (Ephesians 1:22-23). 
 
OVERLOOK ANOTHER’S FAULT.  St. Paul tells us not to take vengeance into our 
own hands but to leave room for God’s wrath.  Forgiving another person frees you of 
the heavy load of bitterness that defiles many.  Choose to be better rather than bitter 
from every situation.  As we read in Proverbs 19:11, “A person’s wisdom yields 
patience; it is to one’s glory to overlook an offense.” 
 
OVERFLOW WITH LOVE, HOPE, JOY, AND FAITH.  The idea is a cup or glass 
that is filled so full the contents are flowing over the brim.  A Christian who is in close 
communion with the Lord, his Spirit, and his Word will overflow with the fruits of 
“love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23). 
 
OVERPOWER WITH CHRIST’S MIGHTY POWER WORKING THROUGH YOU.  
Plug into the power source of Christ’s word, his presence, and his love so that you 
will not give into the temptation of responding to evil with evil.  You can do it, as St. 
Paul wrote, “I can do everything through him who gives me strength” 
(Philippians 4:13). 
 
OVERRULE WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT’S POWER.  The Spirit of God and the Word 
of God have enough power to help you overrule any opposition force to God’s 
Kingdom.  We may feel defeated by a ruling from the US Supreme Court, but Jesus 
tells us, “In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!  I have 
overcome the world” (John 16:33).  A battle may be lost, but the final victory is 
already ours! 
 
BE OVERJOYED IN THE LORD.  Be thankful for the good things you have:  the 
physical things that many in this world can only dream about, but most of all the 
spiritual things—the forgiveness of your sins, peace with God, salvation, and eternal 
life.  While in prison, waiting to be executed, St. Paul wrote, “Rejoice in the Lord 
always.  I will say it again:  Rejoice!” (Philippians 4:4).   
 
With God’s help, carry out these “overs” in your life, and you will be able to rejoice 
that you are not OVERCOME BY EVIL, BUT OVERCOME EVIL WITH GOOD.   Amen. 
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SERMON NOTES FOR PENTECOST 8, JULY 14 & 15, 2013 

 
TEXT:  Romans 12:21 

 
DO NOT BE OVERCOME BY EVIL,  

BUT OVERCOME EVIL WITH GOOD! 
 

Introduction:  Where were you when you heard President Kennedy was assassinated, the 
space shuttle Challenger exploded, the 9/11 attack took place, the Supreme Court struck 
down the Defense of Marriage Act?  How can we become better rather than bitter from 
such tragedies? 
 
The Greek word, nikao, means: ______________________ 
 
_______________________________________________. 
 
Who won the victory for us? ________________________. 
 
How can we not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good? 
 
_______________ with praise to God.  Ephesians 1:22-23. 
 
_______________ another’s fault.  Proverbs 19:11. 
 
_______________ with love, hope, joy, and faith.   

Galatians 5:22-23. 
 
_______________ with Christ’s mighty power working  

through you.  Philippians 4:13. 
 
_______________ with the Holy Spirit’s power.  John 16:33. 
 
_______________ in the Lord.  Philippians 4:4. 
 

Only by a close connection and relationship with God and his Word  
can we overcome evil with good. 

 
 

Pastor Richard D. Starr 


